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AMERICAN 


MORAL & SENTIMENTAL MAGAZINE. 


DECEMBER 4, 1797. 


An Account of the Spanifo Bird Hermit, in Montferrat Her- 


mitage. 


R. Thickneffe has lately prefented to the public 
LVA view, the moft interefting particulars of “A 
Year’s Journey through France and part of Spain.” 
Many of his fubfcribers would have rejoiced to have 
accompanied him to the fubterranean Roman city in 
Champaigne—to Lyons, Nifmes, Avignon, Arles, Mar- 
feilles, &c. but particularly to the pitturefque moun- 
tain of Montferrat in Catalonia. Mr. Thickneffe’s ac- 
curate defcription of this extraordinary fpot, we pre- 
fent for the entertainment of our readers. 





With great difficulty, through a fteep and rugged 
road, our traveller reached the convent, built at a vat 
expence, high on the afcent of the mountain. After 
he had repofed himfelf a night or two at it, where he 
was treated with great hofpitality, he vifired the 13 
hermitages which are difperfed about the (till higher 
parts of the mountain, His road up to the firft was fo 
dreadfully fteep and dangerous, that nothing but a cu- 
tioity which overcame all fear of danger could have 
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conquered. We are not able to lead our readers ty 
all the folitary abodes, Mr. Thickneffe has pleafingly,» 
and we believe, faithfully delineated both with his pen 
and pencil. He will excufe us, however, for introduc. 
ing to them his ayreeable and fentimental character of 
that extraordinary man, the Bird Hermit, 


“The fecond hermitage, in the order they are ufte. 
ally vifited, is that of St.’Catherine, fituated in a deep 
and folitary vale: it, however, commands a moft ex. 
tenlive and pleafing profpect at neen day to the eaf 
and weft. The buiidings, garden, &c. are confined 
within {mall limits, being fixed in a moft pidturefque 
and fecure recefs under the foot of one of the high 
pines. Though this hermit’s habitation is the moft re 
tired and folitary abode of any, and far removed from 
the din of men, yet the courteous, affable, and {prightly 
inhabitant, feems not to feel the lofs of human fociety, 
though no man, I think, can be a greater ornament to 
human nature. If he is not much accuftomed to heat 
the voice of men, he is amply recompenfed by the mek 
lifluous notes of birds; for it is their fan&tuary as well 
as his; for no part of the mountain is fo well inhabited 
by the feathered race of beings as this delightful fpot. 
Perhaps, indeed, they have fagacity enough to know, 
that there is no other fo perfeAly fecure. ere the 
nightingale, the black-bird, the linnet, and an infinite 

variety of little fongfters, greater ftrangers to my 
eyes, than fearful of my hands, dwell in perfea fecuri- 
ty, and live in the moft friendly intimacy with their 
holy protector, and obedient to his call; for, fays the 
hermit, 


«‘ Hafte here, ye feather’d race of various fong, 
Bring all your pleafing melody along! 

O come, ye tender, te hf plaintive doves, 
Perch on my hands, and fing your abfent loves” 


When 





When inftantly the whole vocal band quit their fprays, 
and {urround the perfon of their daily benefactor, fome 
fettling upon his head, others entangle their feet in his 
beard; and, in the true fenfe of, the word, take his 
bread even out of his mouth; but it is freely given; 
their confidence is fo great, (for their holy father is 
their bond{man) that the ftranger too partakes of their 
familiarity and carefles, Thele herntits are not al- 
lowed to keep within their walls cither dog, cat, bird, 
or any living thing, left their attention fhould be with 
drawn from heavenly to earthly affections. 1am forry 
to arraign this good man; he cannot be faid to trani- 
grefs the law, but he certainly evades it; for though 
his feathered band do not live within his walls, ghey are 
always attendant upon his court ; nor can any. prince 
or princefs upon earth boaft of heads fo elegantly 
plumed, as may be feen at the court of St. Catherine; 
or of vaffals, who pay their tributes with half the 
chearfulnefs they are given and received by the hum. 
ble monarch of this fequeftered vale. If his meals are 
fcanty, his deffert is ferved up with a fong, and he is 
hufhed to fleep by the nightingale ; and when we cone 
fider, that he has but few days in the whole year which 


are inferior tofome of our beft in the months of May 


and June, you may cafily conceive, that a man who 
breathes fuch pure air, who feeds on fuch light food, 
whofe blood circulates freely from moderate exercife, 
ad whofe mind is never rufiled by worldly affairs; 
whofe fhort fleeps are {weet and refrefhing, and who 
lives: confident of finding in death a mere heavenly re. 


fidence ; lives a life to be envied, not pitied. Turn 
but your eyes one minute from this man’s fituation, to: 


that of any monarch or minifter on earth, and fay, on 
which fide does the balance turn? While fome princes 
may be embruing their hands in the blood of their fub- 
jects, this man is offering up his prayers to God to pre- 
ferve all mankind: while fome minifters are. fending 

Shit | forth 
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forth fleets and armies to wreak their own private yep. 
geance on a brave and uncorrupted people, this foljs 
tary man és feeding, from his own fcanty allowance, 
the birds of the air. Conceive him, in his laf hour, 
upon his ftraw bed, and fee with what compofure and 
refignation he meets it! look in the face of a dying 
king, or a plundering, and blocd-thirfty minifter—what 
terrors the fight-of their velvet beds, adorned with 
crimfon plumage, muft bring to their affrighted imagl. 
nation In that awful hour, it will remind them of 
the innocent blood they have fpilt 5 nay, they will per 
haps think; they were dyed with the blood of men, 
fcalped and maflacred, to fupport their vanity and 
ambition. In fhort, dear Sir, while kings and minifters 
are torn to pieces by a thirft after power and _ riches; 
and difturbed by a thoufand anxious cares, this poor 
hermit can have but one, left he fhoukd be removed (as 
the prior of the conyent has a power to do) to fome 
other cell, for that is fometimes done, and very pro 


perly. 


The youngeft and moft hardy conftitutions are ge 
nerally put into the higher hermitages, or thofe to 
which the accefs is moft difficult; for the air is fo fine 
in the higheft parts of the mountair; that they fay it 
often renders the refpiration painful. Nothing there 
fore can be more reafonable than, that as thefe good 
men grow older, and lefs able to bear the fatigues 
and inconveniencies the higheft abodes unavoidably 
fubject them to, they fhould be removed to more cone 
venient dwellings, and that the younger and ftouter 
men fhould fucceed them. 


As the hermits never eat meat, I could not help ob- 
ferving to him, how fortunate a circumftance it was 
for the fafety of his little feathered friends ;. and that 
there were no beys to difturb their young, nor any 
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{portiman to kill the parent. God-forbid, faid he, 
that one of them fhould fall, but by his hands who gave 
4c life! Give me your hand; faid 1, aad blefs me. I 
believe it did; but it fhortened my vifit; fol ftept 
into the grotto and ftole a pound of chocolate upon his 
ftone table, and took myfelf away. 


If there is a happy man upon this earth, I have feen 
that extraordinary man, and here he dwells! his fea- 
tures, his manners, all his looks and actions announce 
it ; yet he had not even a fingle maravedi in his pocket, 
Money is as ufelefs to him, as to one of his black birds. 


Within a gun-fhot of this remnant of Eden, are the 
#emains of an ancient hermitage, called St. Pedro. 
‘While I was there, my hermit followed me; but I too 
coveted retirement. I had juft bought a fine fowling- 
piece at Barcelona; and when he came, I was availing 
myfelf of the hallowed fpot; to make my vow never te 
ufe it. In truth, dear Sir, there ate fome forts of 
pleafures too powerful for the body to bear, as well as 
fome forts of pain; and here I was wrecked upon the 
wheel of felicity; and could only fay, like the poor 
criminal who fuffered at Dijors=O God! O God! at 
every coup. 


I was forry my hoft did not underftand Englith, nor 
1TSpanifh enough, to give him the fenfe of the lies 
‘Written in poor Shenftone’s alcove- 


**@ you that bathe in courtlye blifs, 

Or toyle in fortune’s giddy fpheare ; 

Do not too rafhly deeme amiffe 

Of him that bides contented here.” 

1 forgot the other lines, but they conclude thus: 

“ For faults there beene in bufye life, 

From which thefe peaceful glennes are mas 
¢é 
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The following is the fubfiance of the paper which the late Dp, 
Dodd delivered atthe place of execution to a clergyman, defir 
ing that it might be publifhed, as tt could not be read there, > 


O. the words of dying men regard has always been 
paid. Iam brought hither to fuffer death for an 
act of fraud, of which I confefs myfelf guilty with 
fhame, fuch as my former flate of life naturally pro. 
duces, and I hope with fuch forrow as he, to whom the 
heart is known, will not difregard. I repent that I 
have violated the laws by which peace and confidence 
are eftablifhed among men; I repent that I have at. 
tempted to injure my fellow creatures; and I repent 
that I have brought difgrace upon my order, and dif. 
eredit upon religion; but my offences againft God are 
without name or number, and can admit only general 
confeffion and general repentance. Grant, Almighty 
God, for the fake of Jefus Chrift, that my repentanee, 
however late, however imperfea, may not. be in vain, 
4 
The little good that now remains in my power, |is 
to warn others againft thofe temptations by which 
have been feduced. I have always finned againft con 
viction; my principles have never been fhaken; Lhave 
always confidered the Chriftian Religion as a Revele 
tion from God; and its divine author as the Saviour 
of the world ; bat the laws of God, though neyer @if- 
owned by me, have often been forgotten. I was led 
aftray from religious ftri€inefs by the delufion of fhew, 
and the delights of voluptuoufnefs. I never knew of 
attended to “the calls of frugality, or the meedful mi- 
nutenefs of painful economy. Vanity. and pleafure, 
into which I plunged, required expence difproportion- 
ate to my income ; expence brought diftreis upon me, 
and diftrefs, importunate diftrefs, ah me to sears 
rary fr aay | 


For 









FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1497. 389. 


For this fraud Iam to die; and T dic, declaring in’ 
the moft folemn manner, that however I have deviated 
from my own precepts, I have taught others, to the 
bet of my knowledge, and with all fincerity, the true 
way to.cternal happinefs. My life, for fome few un- 
happy years paft, has been dreadfully erroneous, but 
my miniftry has always been fincere. [ have conftaatly 
believed, and I now leave the world, folemnly avow- 
ing my conviction, that there is no other name under 
heaven by which we can be faved, but enly the name of 
the Lord Jefus; and I entreat all who are here to join 
with me in my Jaft petition, that, for the fake of that 
Lord Jefus Chrift, my fins may be forgiven, and my 
foul received into his everlafting kingdom. 


WILLIAM Dopp. 


An Extra& of Capt. BLIGH’s Voyage from TOFOA, the 
north-wefternmoft of the Friendly Iflands, through the Pacific 
Ocean, to TIMOR, @ Dutch fettlement in the Eaft Indies. 


[Concluded from page 344. } 


IE, found a few deferted huts, and a {mall plantaia 
walk, from which we could only colle& three fmall 
bunches of plantains. After pailing this place, we caine to 
a gully that led towards a mountain, near a volcano; and, 
as I conceived that in the rainy feafon very great torrents of 
water muft pafs through ii, we hoped to find fufficient for 
our ufe remaining in fome holes of the rocks; but, after all 
our fearch, the whole that we found was only nine gallons, 
in the courfe of the day. We advanced: within two miles 
of the feot of the higheft mountain in the ifland, on which 
is the ¥lcano that is almoft conftantly burning. ‘The coun- 
try near it is all covered with lava, and has a molt dreary 
appearance. As we faw but little to alleviate our diitrelles, 
we 
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we filled ewr cocoa-nut fhells with the water we found, and 
returned exceedingly fatigued and faint. When I came to 
the precipice whence we were to defcend into the cove, J 
was feized with fueh a dizzinefs in my head, that I thought 
it fcarce poflible to effect it: however they at laft got me 
down in a weak condition. Every perfon being returned by . 
noon, I gave about an ounce of pork and two plantains to 
each, with half a glafs of wine. The people who remained 
by the beat I had directed to look for fith, or what they could 
pick up about the rocks ; but nothing eatable could be found; 
fo that, upon the whole, we confidered ourfelves on as mis 
ferable a {pot of land as could well be imagined. 


‘I could not fay pofitively, from the former knowledge ] 
had of this ifland, whether it was inhabited or not; but I 
knew it was confidered inferior to the other iflands, and I 
was not certain but that the Indians only refurted to it at 
particular times. _ I was very anxious to afcertain this point ; 
for, in cafe there had only been a few people here, and thole 
could have furnifhed us with but very moderate fupplies, the 
remaining in this {pot to have made preparations for our voy- 
age, would have been preferable to the rifk of going amongft 
multitudes, where perhaps we might lofe every thing. A 
party, therefore, fofficiently ftrong, I determined fhould go 
another route, as foon as the fun became lower; and they 
chearfully undertook it. ; 


May 1. Inthe afternoon the party fet out; but, after 
fuffering much fatigue, they returned in the.evening, with- 
out any kind of fuccefs. At the head of the cove, about 159 
yards from the water-fide, was a cave ; acrofs the ftony beach 
was about 100 yards,-and the only way from the country 
into the cave was that which | have already defcribed. The 
fituation fecured us from the danger of being furprized, and 
I determined to remain on fhore for the night, with a patt 


of my people, that the others might have more room to reft 
: in 
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in the boat, with the mafier; whom I directed to lay at a 
grapnel, and be watchful in cafe we fhould be attacked. I 
ordered one plantain for each perfon to be boiled ; and hav 
ing fupped on this fcanty allowance, with a quarter of a pint 
of grog, and fixed the watches for the night, thofe whofe 
turn it was, laid down to fleep in the cave : before which we 
kept up a good fire, yet notwithftanding we were much 
troubled with flies and mufquitoes. 


At dawn of day the party fet out again in a different route; 
to fee what they could find ; in the courfe of which they fuf- 
fered greatly for want of water: they, however, met with 
two men, a woman, anda child; the men came with them 
to the cove, and brought two cocoa-nut fh. lls of water. [ 
immediately made friends with thefe people, and fent them . 
away for bread-fruits, plantains; and water. Soon after 
other natives came to us ; and by noon I had thirty of them ~ 
about me, trading with the articles we were in want of : but 
I could only afford one ounce of pork, and a quarter of a 
bread-fruit, to each man for dinner, with half a pint of wa- 
ter ; for I was fixed in not ufing any of the bread or water 
in the boat. ’ 


No particular chief was yet among the natives: they were 
notwithftanding, tractable, and behaved honeftly,. giving the 
provifion they brought for a few buttons and beads. The 
party who had been out informed me of having difcovered 
feveral neat plantations ; fo that it became no longer a doubt 
of there being fettled inhabitants on the ifland; and for that 
reafon J determined to get what I could, and fail the firft mo- 
ment the wind and weather would allow me to pitt to fea. 


- May 2. Stormy weather; wind ESE. It-had hitherto 
been a/weighty confideration with me;“how I was toraccount 
tothe natives for the lofs.of my fhip: I knew they had too 
much fenfe to be amufed with the ftory that the fhip was td 
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join me, when fhe was notin fight from the hills. I was 
firft doubtful whether I fhould tell the real faét, or fay that 
the fhip had overfet and funk, and that only we were faved: 
the latter appeared to me to be the moft proper and advanta- 
geous tous, andI accordingly inftru&ted my people, that 
we might all agree in one ftory. As I expected, enquiries 
were made after the fhip, and they feemed readily fatisfied 
with our account ; but there did not appear the leaft fymp- 
tom of joy or forrow in their faces, although I thought | 
difcovered fome marks of furprize. Some of the’natives were 
coming and going the whole afternoon, and we got enough 
of bread-fruits, plantains, and cocoa-nuts for another day ; 
but water they only breught us about five pints. A canoe 
alfo came in with four men, and brought a few cocoa-nuts 
and bread-fruit, which I bought as I hed done the reft. Nails 
were much enquired after, but I would not fuffer one to be 
fhewn, as I wanted them for the ufe of the boat. 


‘Towards evening I had the fatisfa@tion to find our ftock of 
provifions fomewhat increafed: but the natives did not ap- 
pear to have much to {fpare. What they brought was in fuch 
finall quantities, that I had no reafon to hope we fhould be 
able to procure from them fufficient to ftock us for our voy- 
age. At funfet all the natives left us in quict poffeflion of 
the cove. I thought this a good fign, and made no doubt 
that they would come again the next day with a larger pro- 
portion of food and water, with which I hoped to fail with- 
out farther delay ; for if, in attempting to get to Tongata- 
boo, we fhould be blown away from the iflands altogether, 
there would be a larger quantity of provifions te fupport us 
again{t fuch a misfortune. ‘ 


At day-break I was happy to find every one’s fpirits 4 lit- 
tle revived, and that they no longer regarded me with tholé 
anxious looks, which had conftantly been directed towards 


me fince we loft fight of the fhip: every countenance ap* 
peared 
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peared to have a degree of chearfulnefs, and they all feemed 
determined to do their beft. As I doubted of water being 
brought by the natives, I. fent a party among the gullics in 
the mountains, with empty fhells, to fee what they. could 
get. In theis abfence the natives came about us, as I ex- 
pected, but more numerous ; alfo two canoes, came in from 
round the north fide of the ifland. In one of them was an 
elderly chief, called Maccaackayow. Soon after fome of 
our foraging party returned, and with them came a good- 
looking chief, named Eefow. ‘To both thefe men Ff made 
a-prefent of an old fhirt and a knife, and I foon found they 
either had feen. me, or had heard.of my being at Annamoo- 
ka. They knew I had-been with Captain Cook, who they 
enquired after, and alfo Captain Clark.. They were very 
inguifitive to know in what manner I had lof my fhip. 
During this converfation a young man appeared, whom I re- 
membered to have feen.at Annamoocka, called Nageete: he 
expreffed much pleafure at feeing me. I now enquired after 
Poulaho and Feenow, who, they faid, were at Tongataboo: 
and Eefow agreed to accompany me thither, if I wouldg 
wait till the weather moderated. The readinefs and affabdi- 
lity of this man gave me much fatisfaCtion. ' 


This, however, was but of fhort duration, for the natives 
began to increafe in number, and I obferved fome fymptons 
of a defign againft us; foon after they attempted to haul the 
bort.on fhore, when I threatened Eefow with a cutlafs to 
induce him to make them: defift ; which they did, and every 
thing became quiet again. My people, who had beenin the 
mountains, now returned with about three gallons of water. 
I kept buying up the little bread-fruit that was brought to 
us, and likewife fome fpears to arm my men with; having 
only four cutlafles, two of which were in the boat. As we 
had-no means of improving our fituation, I told our people 
dwould wait until fun-fet, by which time, perhaps fome- 
thing might happea in our favor: thet.if we-attempted to-go 


ut 
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at prefent, we mutt fight our way through, which we could 
do more advantageoufly at night ; and that in the mean time 
we would endeavour to get off to the boat what we had 
bought. The beach was now lied with the natives, and 
we heard nothing but the knocking of ftones together, which 
they had in each hand. I knew very well that this was the 
fign of an attack. It being now noon, I ferved a cocoa-nut 
and a bread-fruit to cach perfon for dinner, and gave fome 
to the chiefs, with whom I continued to appear intimate 
and friendly. They frequently importuned me to fit down, 
but I as conftantly refufed ; for it occurred both to Mr, 
Nelfon and myfelf, that they intended to feize hold of me, 
if I gaye them fuch an opportunity. Keeping therefore, con- 
ftantly on our guard, we were fuffered to eat our uncomfor- 
table meal in fome quietnefs. 


May 3. After dinner we began by little and little to get 
our things into the boat, which was a troublefome bufinefs, 
gn account of the furf. I carefully watched the motions of 
the natives, who ftill increafed in number, and found that, 
inftead of their intention being to leave us, fires were made, 
and places fixed on for their ftay during the night. Conful- 
tations were alfo held among them, and every thing aflured 
me we fhould’be attacked. I fent orders to the matter, that 
when he faw us coming down,- he fhould keep clofe to the 
fhore, that we might the more readily embark. I had my 
journal on fhore with me, writing the occurrences in the 
cave, and in fending it down to the boat it was nearly fnatch- 
ed away, but for the timely affiftance of the gunner. 


The fun was near fetting when I gave the word, on which 
every perfon, who was on fhore with me, boldly took ‘up, 
his proportion of things, and carried them tothe boat. The 
chiefs afked me if I would not flay with them all night, I 
faid, ‘* No, I never fleep out of my boat ; but in the mort 
ing we will again trade with you, and I {hall remain until 

the 
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the weather is moderate, that we may go as we have agreed, 
to fee Poulaho at Tongataboo.” Maccaackavow shengh 
vp, and faid, “* You will not fleep on fhore? then Mattie, 
(which directly fignifies we will kill you} and he left me. 
The onfet was now preparing ; every one, as I have defcrib- 
ed before, kept knocking ftones together, and Eefow quitted 
me. We had now all but two or three things in the boat, 
when I took Nageete by the hand, and we walked down the 
beach, every one in a filent kind of horror. 


When I came to the hoat and was fecing the people em~ 
bark, Nageete wanted me to flay to fpeak to Eefow ; but 
I‘found he was encouraging them to the attack, and I deter- 
mined, had it then begun, to have killed him for his trea- 
cherous behaviour. I ordered the carpenter not to quit me 
until the other people werc in the boat. Nageete finding I 
would not ftay, loofed hiufelf from my hold and went off; 
and we all got into the boat except one man, who while I 
was getting on board quitted it, and ran up to the beach to 
caft the {tern faft of, notwithftanding the mafter and others 
called to him to return, while they were hauling me out of 
the water. 


I was no fooner in the boat than the attack began by abput 
200 men; the unfortunate poor man who hed run up the 
beach was knocked down, and the ftones flew like a fhower 
of thot. Many Indians got hold of the ftern rope, and was 
acar hauling usa hore, and would certainly have done it if ¥ 
had not had a knife in my pocket, with which I cut the 


rope. We then hauled off to the grapnel, every one being 


more or le{shuct. At this time I faw five of the natives about. 
the poor man they had killed, and two of them were beating 
him about the head with ftones in their hands. 


— We had no time to refle&t, before, to my furprize, they 
filled their canoes with ftones, and twelve men came. after 
WS to'renew the attack, which they did fo effectually as near- 


ly 
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ly to difable ail of us. Our grapnel was foul, but Provi- 
dence here aflifted us; the fiuke broke, and we got to our 
oars, and pulled to fea. They, however, could paddle round 
us, fo that we were obliged to fuftain the attack without 
being able to return it, except with fuch ftones as lodged in 
the boat, and in this I found we were very inferior to them. 
We could not clofe, becaufe our boat was lumbered and 
heavy, and that they knew very well; I therefore adopted 
the expedient of throwing overboard fome clothes, which 
they loft time in picking up; and, as it was now almoft 
dark, they gave over the attack, and returned towards the 
fhore, leaving us to refleét on our unhappy fituation. 


«« Thus equippedthey traverfed the great Pacific Ocean, 
and arrived at Timor on Sunday June 14th, after encounter. 
ing all the hardfhips and difficulti¢s to which they were nee 
ceffariiy expofed, and what is moft fingular not a fingle per- 
fon perifhed in the hazardous attempt. Capt. Bligh con- 
cludes this affecting narration with the following reflections, 
which does equal honor to his heart and.head.”’ 


When I reflé& how providentially our lives were faved at 
Tofoa, by the Indians delaying their attack, and that, with 
{carce any thing to fupport life, we croffed a fea of more 
than 1209 leagues, without fhelter from the inclemency of 
the weather; when I reflect that in an open boat, with fo 
much ftormy weather, we efcaped foundering, that not any of 
us were taken off by difeafe, that we had the good fortune 
to pafs the unfriendly natives of other countries without ac- 
cident, and at laft happily to mect with the moft friendly 
and beft of people to relieve our diftrefles; ¥ fay, whew 1, 
reflect on all thefe wonderful efeapes, the remembrance’ of 
fuch great mercies enables me. to.beas, with refignation and: 
chearfulnefs, the failure of an expedition, the fuccefs of which 
I had fo much at heart, and which was fruftrated at a time 
when I was congratulating myfelf on the faireft prefped of. 
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being able tocomplete it in a manner that would fully have 
anfwered the intention of his majefty and the honourable pro- 
moters of fo benevolent a plan. 


With refpe@ to the prefervation of our health, during a 
courfe of 16 days of heavy and almoft continual rain, I would 
recommend to everv one in a fimilar fituation the method we 
practifed, which is to dip their cloaths in the falt-water, and 
wring them out, as often as they have become filled with 
rain; it’was the only refource we had, and I believe was of 
the greateft fervice to us, for it felt more like a change of 
dry cloaths than could well be imagined. We had occafion 
todo this fo often, that at length all our cloaths were wrung 
to pieces: for, except the few days we paffed on the coaft of 
New Holland, we were continually wet either with rain or 
fea. 


Thus, through the affiftance of divine Providence, we 


furmounted the difficulties and diftrefles of a moft perilous 
voyage, and arrived fafe in an hofpitable port, where every 


heceflary and comfort was adminiftered to us with a moft 
liberal hand. 


On the 2d of January, 1790, we failed for Europe, and on 
the 14th of March, I was landed at Portfmouth by an Ifle @f 
White boat. 


AN ESSAY ON FRIENDSHIP. 


NE would almoft be under the neceflity of making aa 
apology for attempting an effay on a heme that has 

been treated of by the learned at fo many different periods of 
time, were it not that the word Friendthip catries home, 4s 
it were, a pleafing reflection even to the coldeft heart ; con- 
fidering too, that the writer, in a former paper, and undér 
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@ different fignature, having barely mentioned the word, 
which being taken notice of by a particular friend, he re 
commended it as a proper fubject for a few hours attention, 
and fit to furnifh ufeful obfervations. 


In that hour in which man was endowed with two natures 
the one adapted for the fervice of our fpecies and our Maker, 
the other common to us with the animal world, the wif 
Author of our being forefaw that our ftate would be infup. 
portable, without fome alleviation of the many diftrefles and 
namelefs ills that render life one inceffant ftruggle ; having 
therefore no other motive in view, in creating us, but our 
good, he implanted in our natures a defire of affociating with 
one another. It is to be obferved, that a great part of the 
animal world love to herd together, excepting thofe of the 
ferocious kind: how much more delightful then mutt this fe 
cial intercourfe be to the rational part of the ereation ‘= 
There is likewife an obfervation made by philofophers, that 
all bodies of the natural world, even the moft diftant, grayi, 
ate to and attract one another, by fome fecret impulfe, by 
fome uniform principle, which affifts greatly in keeping thea 
in their regular courfe, and without which they would fly 
6f in unlimited circuits. Befides this general attraction which 
pervades the whole frame of nature, there are likewife fome 
bodies which attra& one another in a more forcible and vifts 
ble manner: 


Turning from the natural to the moral world, the obferé 
vation holds equally good ; for we find in the minds of men 
a defire for a kind of univerfal fociety, which thews itfelf by 
their uniting in communities, focietics and families ; among 
mankind, likewife, there axe more particular engagements 
and ties, which endear thofe under fuch with more tender and 
lafting bonds ;—this it is that forms Friendfhip, the fweet¢ 
ener of human life. 


This is the antidote againft adverfity, the improver of et 
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perity, the diftreffed mind’s relief ; this adds happinefs to the 
moft happy, and makes nations, as well as individuals re- 
joice ; this lets the wealthy man know how to enjoy his 
riches, and furnifhes means to the wife man for communi- 
cating his wifdom and knowledge to others. Friendihip has 


’ been always looked upon to confiftin thefe three branches, 


or rather comprehends thefe three heads, viz. the ties of 
blood, love between the fexes, and that higheft attainment 
of it that fubfifts between two of the fame fex. Of thefe in 
order. 


Natural affe@tion is, no doubt, the firft principle that 
actuates the human mind. Parents are the firft and natural 
guardians of infancy, and in fuch a ftate children, of them- 
felves being helplefs, they apply for relief to thofe who are 
neareft them ; in any diftrefstul fituation, therefore, the pa- 
rents, deing moft concerned; are at moft pains in caring for 
them; or in feeing them cated for by others. Advancing a 
little from this ftate; the youthful mind requires the delight- 
ful tafk of parental care, to teach the young idea how to 
fhoot, and to expand the rifing thought. ‘Thus from infancy 
are we endeared to our parents and relations; by a thoufand 
ties, which are rendered more durable and lafting, by reafon 
that we require fuch a tract of time before we arrive at ma- 
turity. Children of thie fame family too areyunited together 
by mutual acts of kindnefs ; the blood that runs through theit 
veins, were they brought up in entire ignorance of one ano- 
ther, has fuch a fympathetic power that as foon as they meet, 
they are poffeffed of all the feelings of fraternal regard. “This 
firft branch of friendfhip, when properly cultivated, will 
certainly overcome that between the fexes: this has been ex- 
eellently pointed out by Mr. Addifon in his Cato (than whont 
hone had more juft ideas of himan nature,) where he firft 
makes the two brothers in love with one woman, and then 
thews how the virtuous brothers overcame the heated fantaf- 
tical notions of happinefs in the poffeffien of the female fair. 
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Virtue, love, and efteem muft then be the founda. 
tion of true friendfhip; converfation fhews more and 
more the latent qualities of virtue, burnithes our mene 
tal magazine, and whets for ufe; from thence intimas 
cy takes its rile, and intimacy brings on to an entire 
union of two fouls, which are bent upon one another’s 
improvement, welfare and happinefs; and is, in wy 
opinion, the profit, pleafure and advantage that two 
friends have in view, and which they reap as the highs 
eft reward of virtue. 


HISTORY of a CLERGYMAN's WIDOW. Written by 
herfeif. 


I AM the daughter of a gentleman. I had a genteel 
educations and was jaarricd, without the confent 
of my paretits, toa clergyman with a {mall income 
As my father was difpleafed with our marriage, he 
would never make ufe of his influence to get my hut 
band promoted in the church; we, therefore, waited 
till his death, to poflefs a fortune which he would not 
part with in his life-times but when my father died, 
an end was put to our flattering hopes; for his cflate 
was, unknownmto his family, fo much embarreffed, that 
when the lands were fold, and the mortgages paid off, 
there was fcarcely left a fufficiency to defray the ex 
pences occafioned by his funeral, and to diicharge fome 
{mall debts which he had contracted. 


My father died almoft two years after our marriage} 
and as our expedations of afliftance from him were Va: 
nithed, we leffened our expences, and with the utmot 
frugality lived in a fate a little above want. My huf- 
band, who was a curate, had an income of thirty 
pounds a-year, on which (with the a‘liftance of the pre 
{ents which we frequently received from the genteel 
people in the neighbourhood) we, during his life, made 
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a fhift to live; and as we had only one child, and were 
fituated ina cheap part of the country, we made a 
tolerable appearance. The endearing affection of a 
tender hufband, rendered life agreeable, and we en- 
deavored to iupport our low flation ig a becoming 
manner, by extending our views to a better world, 
and pleafing ourfelves with the thoughts, that there all 
our troubles.and misfortunes would have anend, and 
give place to a happinefs the moft exalted and refined. 
Our child was educated. with the greatelt care, and no 
pains were wantisg to inftill into her opening. mind a 
deep fenfe of virtue and religion; and we often flat- 


tered ourfelves with the pleafling hopes, that our. in-. 


{tructions were not thrown away upon her. | 


Bat at lafi the time came when ovr happinefs was 
to be diffolyed.. The tender union, that.had-ever fub- 
fied between my hufband and me, was broken. After 
having been married to me nineteen. years, he died. 
I fhall not attempt to defcribe my grief in confequence 
of this affli@ive ftroke from the-hand of Providence, 
the fevereft, L thought, which could have. been level. 
led at me, as I was not only deprived by it of a dear, 
exemplary man, who had always been the troeft, the 
tendere(t of friends, my. able inftruder, and the fincer- 
eft partner of all my cares, but alfo of the very means 
of fubfiftence. . I fought for confolation, and did nor 
feck for it in vain. I recollected the difcourfes of my 
pious protector, and while I frequently meditated on 


what I had heard from his lips, foon ff »that he,. 


who had been the caufe of my forr@W’ furnifhed me 


with the beft motives for the alleviation of it. Ithere-. 


fore humbly reigned myfeif to the will of God, and by 
reflecting religioufly, on the felicity I had loft,« learnt 


to bear the mifery to which I was reduced, withoug. 


murmuring or repining. 


My daughter aniJ, at fir, endeavourcd.to.fupport 
ouriclyes. 
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ourfelves with our kneedles; but this being very pre. 
carious, and at beft barely fufficient to procure the 
neceffaries of life, my daughter chofe to go to fervice, 
Not being willing, however, to be a fervant to any of 
thofe who had before done her the honor to admit her 
as a vifitor, a place was foon fouml for her at a mar- 
ket-town, at the diftance of a few miles, where fhe 
was hired as a chambermaid to a rich old batchelor, 
who, with the appearance of a good deal of religion, 
feemed to have no other faults than an exceflive fond. 
nefs for the world, However, his avarice was not a 
paffion which could give any alarming apprehenfions 
with regard to my child: asI had no reafon, there. 
fore, to fear that fhe would want the common fupports 
of life, [ was under no uneafinefs on her account— 
But oh! how greatly was I miftaken !——! had put her 
into the hands of a monfter—-a crucl a mercilefs mon- 
{ter !—As to mytelf, a lady of mach merit, and un- 
blemifhed reputation, was fo kind as to take me (and _ 
I was very well contented) for her houlckeeper. 





We had been in this fituation for fome time, during 
which I feldom heard from my’child. One day while 
I felt myfelf in high fpirits, having jult received a pro- 
mife front the amiable lady with whom J lived, to fix 
her in her own family, and was delighting myfelf with 
the thoughts of having her continually under my eye, 
the followiug fhort lettcr was delivered into my hands. 


“D: ie dear MamMMa, 


Oh! what hall } fay? How fhall I acquaint you 
with my diftrefs ! Forgive, forgive the uncafincfs which 
I have brought upon myfelf and you. I have been de- 
luded by my matter—t! have loft my honor, my virtue, 
apd my reputation. J have a child—and the. wicked 
man by whom I had it, has thrown me into pr ‘ifon. 
‘Wien he found that I was with child, he turned me 


away, and gave me fome money; but he would not 
- give 
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aeaeemeni nate 








re give it me without a note, Withthis I was brought i 
the to-ved, and clothed the infant: it being gone I went 1 
a to him for more; he then arrefted me forthe money, %, it 
y of and fuffered me and the poor child to be dragged to iF 
her jail. O! dear Mimma! forgive and pray for me, i 
4 and let me fee you; but da not reproach me; I have | 
fhe repented ; indeed I have; the guiltlefs infant is now | 
lor, dying; and I fhall foon follow. Did you but know \" 
on, the grief { endure, and how very ill I am, you would 4 
nd- pity me, and pray for me. Do but come ard tell me | 
age: that you forgive me, and that you will not hate me i 
— after [am dead, and I fhall die in peacg. | 
hae Your guilty, ruined, } 
orts and almoft diftrated daughter, ‘ 4 
fe A. Ww." | 
| \f 
Pain Did ever mother receive a more dreadful fhock? | : £ 
oe fainted feveral times; but being at laft brought to my- 
Seg felf, and a little recovered, having earneftly prayed ) 5 
for my poor fallen child, and with a flood of tears, 
; begged that God would gracioufly enable me to bear 
ring this moft dreadful of all my afflictions, I began to re. 
hile cover my fpirits, and immediately I fet out on my pain- 
ape ful journey. But what words can exprefs the fituation 
> fix of my mind ? or how fhall [ defcribe the horror that 
with, feized me when J, with trembling knees, entered the 
ey" prifon ? Yet what was this to my child? Had it not been 
nds. for a freth flow of tears which [ ftopped to indulge at 
the door of the dreadful room, and which gave me 
fume relief, I fhould certainly have run diftraéted. I 
you 2 eatered the apartment, a dark and difmal place?—but 
hich I will not attempt to paint the horrors that were pre- 
ae fented to my view. I focn faw my daughter proftrate 
eel : at my feet—very much difordered, and fo wafted with q 
“ee fickne(s and forrow, that 1 hardly knew her. And ; 
‘fon: can you, can you, (faid fhe) be fo good as to come b | 
aul ad fee me ?-_O what grief ?—my poor father had he 
‘i been alive, how would he have borae the thame I 
give have brought upon his family ??——the themes 
3 pauling 
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paufing and recollecting herfelf, addec— Had he begy 
alive, | thould not—o—I fhould not have been guil 
ty,—I fhould not have been in a jail.”’—With why 
bitternefs of language did fhe then reproach herfelf; 




















It was withthe greateft difficulty that I raifed 
child from the floor—the had fcarce ftrength enougi 
to ftand on her feet.—Leading her to her bed, I ther 
faw the innocent procf of her guilt, which died fom 
hours before, merely for want of nourifhment, form! 
daughter’s milk left her from the time fhe entered th 
prifon. No tongue can tel!--no words ean exprel 
the anguifh of my heart ?—It was not a time for te 
proaches :—-on the contrary, I gave her all the com 
fort im my power. When fhe had told me her  ftor, 
as well as her weaknefs would give her leave. I hud 
her removed to another part of the prifon, put into: 
clean bed, and fent for a phyfician: he came, but 
could give me no hopes of her life ;—I refolved. am 
to leave her—In four days fhe expired. | then woull 
have gone to the execrable villain, whofe luft aml | 
barbarous ufage had robbed me of all the comforts d 
my life: but my own illnefs continually prevented tht 
execution of my defign. I was feized with a fever : 
and, while out of my fenfes, was carried - home. &# 
foon as I recovered the ufe of my reafon, I was i 
formed, that the cruel feducer, ftruck with the recok 
leGtion of his criminal proceedings, and reproached 
by his eonfciernce for the murder of two helplefs fu 
. ferers, ‘was become raving mad; that he was actwal 
ty confined ; and that his brother was fuing for ! 
eftate. , 
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' Anecdote of a Britifo Sailor, related by Mr. IVES. 





N)4/56,admiral Watfon having failed with his {qua 
I ron and the king’s troops ffom Fort St. David to 
adlittance of Calcutta, in the Eaft-Indies ftopped # 
‘ Mayapot, 
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‘ 


Mayapore, on the banks of the Ganges, where the enes 


been my had a place of confiderable ftrength, called Bouges 
guil. Fort, which it was neceffary to procure before he pro- 


ceeded farther in the expedition. The action was begun 
by a brifk cannonade from the fquadron, which foon 
filenced the cannon of the fort; but the garrifon not 


d ny offering to furrender, and continuing to difcharge fires 
ough arrows and fmall arms, it was determined in a council 


there of fea and land officers, that colonel Clive fhould en- 
fom deavour to take it by aflault. For this purpofe, at 
OF My five inthe evening, the admiral landed an officer, two 
d the midfhipmen, and about forty faitors from each dhip, 


under the command of Capt. King, to aflift the cola- 
nel in ftormieg the fort, which he intended doing juft 
before day light, under the cover of two twenty-four 
pounders clofe to the ditch. In the meantime the 
colonel had given directions that thé whole army, (the 
neceflary guard excepted) and the detachment from 
the fhips, fhould reft on the ground in order to reco- 


di not ver themfelves as much as poflible from the great fa- 
woul tigues they had undergone ia the preceding day’s 


fervices 



















jAll now was quiet in the camp; and we on board 
the fhips, which lay at their anchorsjbut at a fimali dif, 
tance from the fhore, had entertained thoughts of 
making ufe of this interval ro refrefh ourfeives alfa 
with an hour or two of fleep; but fudkenly a loud aad 
univerfal acclamation was heaid from the More, ard 
foon after an account was brought tothe admiral 
_ ~that the fort had been taken by fturms ‘This was. a 
» joyful piece of news, and the more fo as it was quite 
unexpected ; but when the particular circumftance 
that ufhered in this fuccefs was related, our exultation 
was greatly abated, becaufe we found that the rales 


i * indifpenfibly neceffary in all military exploits had 

P een i j ‘ae ie ; ‘el wit mre > 
{quad hee Seromendert jn the prefent initauce, and 
| to the ore cou not he}p looking upon the perion tho 


had the pringipal hand in this victory, rather’ as an 
abject 
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objec of chaftifement than of applaufe, The cafe 
was this: 


Daring the tranquil fate of the camp, one Strahan, 
a common failor belonging to the Kent, having been 
juft ferved with a quantity of grog (arrack mixcd with 
water,) had his fpirits too much elated to think of 
taking any reft ; he therefore ftrayed by himfelf towards 
the fort, and imperceptibly got under the ‘walls, 
Being advanced thus far without interruption, he took 
it into his head to feale at a breach that had been made 
_by the cannon of the fhips; and having luckily got — 
upon the baftion, he there difcovered feveral Moors 
fitting upon the platform, at whom he flourifhed his 
cutlafs and fired his piftols, and then, after giving 
three loud huzzas, cried out “ The place is mine.” 
The Moorith foldiers immediately attacked hiin, .and 
he defended himfelf with incredible refolution, but in 
the rencounter had the miffortune to have the blade of 
his cutlafs cut in two about a foot from the hil; but 
this mifchance however did not happen, till he was 
nearly fupported by two or three failors, who had acé 
cidentally ftraggled to the fame part of the fort on 
which the other had mounted, They hearing Strahin 
the triumphant found, roufed the whole army, who 
taking the alarm, prefently fell on pell-mell, with. 
out diftipline, following the example of the failors. 
This attack, though made in fuch confufion, was fol- 
lowed with no other ill confequence but the death of 
the worthy Capt. Dougal Campbell, who was unfor- 
tunately killed by a mufket-bullet from ote of our 
own pieces in the general confufion. Capt. Coote 
commanded the fort for that night, and at day-light 
the fort faluted fhe admiral. It was never exactly 
known what number of Moors there were in the fort 
when our people firft entered. We took in the fort 
eighteen cannon from twenty-four pounders downs 


wards, and forty barrels of powder. 
Strahaz; 
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Strahan, ‘thé héfu ‘of this ‘adventurous a@idny ‘was 
foon brought before the admiral, who, notwithftand- 
ing the fuccets thar'had attended ir, thouglip it mec: {a 
fary to thew hinifelf difpleattd with a meafure in 
whieh the want ofall military difcipline fo notorioufly 
appeareds; He therefore angrery enquired into the 
defperate ftep which helliad ‘taken. « Mr. Strahan, 
what is‘thde yOu have beech doing?” the feliow alter 
haying) made his bow, fer tiched his he ad, and smith 
onc band twisling his,.hat, upon. the jother, reyired, 
Why, to,be tyre Siz, it was dvho took the fart.— 
but Lhope.there.was no harm jin; it’? ~The admiral 
with dificulyy was pre ywenged from fimiling at the. fine 
plicity, of Strahan’s aniwer; and the. whole company 
were excaedingly digerted with his aukward appear- 
anc@y. and, his language and mannemin recounting the 
feyeral particulars tg his,mad ‘exploit. ;, Mr. Watfoa 
expatiaced Tar rely on the. fatal, confeguences, that 
might have attended his irregular conduct, and then 
With a fevere’ rebuke eos hin; not before he 
had’ given the fellaw fome diftant Brats. that-at.a pro- 
per Opp: rtunity ‘lie’ would be certainly punifhed for 
_ ténierity. Strahan amazed to find himfelf blamed 
te Ire expeted praife, had a6 feomer gone from 
te cAbia eh ii he uttered thefe' word if Iam cir. 
Perl for this Here action, ‘T will” Hever take another 
fort by niyfelfas Tong'as T live? 


ANECDOTE of CROTGH, THE REMARKABLE 
MUSICAL GENIUS. 


GENTLEMAN told me that havingsput his finger one 


day on an organ which waseut of tuae, in a roomwhere 


rotch was fittl ting, the boy then only three years old, turn- 


ed away with lc oks of great uneafinefs. and erted very vehe- 
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mently when his brother attempted to bring him back to the 
inftrument. He added that his ear was fo exquilite as to en, 
able him when even an unfkilful perfon prefled down nine or 
ten of the keys together, ta name every note which compofed 
the found with great rapidity and accuracy. It would bein. 
juitice to neglected genius, were I to lofe this opportunity of 
reminding the public of what they feem to be ignorant, 
that William Crotch is ftill living, and at Cambridge ; and 
that this extraordinary boy, after maintaining a mother and 
brother for more than nine years out of a life of twelve, by 
the exhibition of talents which nature has, it is hoped, endow. 
ed him with for nobler purpofes, is ftill left to rely on’ pre. 
carious bounty for his fupport. Ef we confider his origin, and 
his unfettled courfe of living, his powers muft appear very 
wonderful. At feven years of age he became his own in- 
ftructor in the mechffnical parts of mufic, and fo well has 
he fucceeded, that now, in his thirteenth year, he has al 
mott finifhed an oratorio, which is faid to contain fuch marks 
of invention, and fuch fublime combinations of harmony, 
as promifes one day to give us what we yet want, an origi- 
nal Englith flyle. Independant, indeed, of his favorite art, 
he poflefles an adtive and vigorous mind, which, under pro- 
per cultivation may hereafter difplay a combination of taleiits, 
rarcly, if ever, f@amd in a mufician. The newfpapers have 
lately been boafting of a laudable propenfity among the rich 
and noble of the prefent day, to mufical patronage: will 
none of thefe {tep forward to refcue the name of Crotch from 
our already too copious catalogue of deferted genius? 


Extraé&s from BARTRAM’s Travels. 


HE nefts of hillocks are of the form of an obtufe cone, 

four feet high, and five feet in diameter to their bales; 

_ tiey are conftruéted with mud, grafs, and herbage. At firft 
the 
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they lay a floor of this kind of tempered mortar on the ground, 
upon which they dejiofit a layer of eggs, and upon this a ftra- 
tum of mortar feven or eight itiches in thicknefs, and then ano- 
ther layer of eggs, and in this manner one {tratum upon 
another nearly tothe top. I believe they commonly lay from 
one to two hundred eggs in a neft: thefe are hatched, I fup- 
pofe by the heat of the fun ; and perhaps the vegetable fub- 
ftance mixed with the earth, being aéted upon by the fun may 
taufe a fmall degree ot fermentation, and fo increafes tHe 


‘heat ih thofe hillocks: 


The ground for feveral acres about thefe nefts fhewed evi- 
dent marks of a continual refort of alligators; the grafs was 
every where beaten down, hardly a blade of ftraw was left 
ftanding ; whereas, all about, ata diltance, it was five or fix 
feet high, and as thick as it could grow together. ‘The fe- 
male;sas I imagine, carefully watehes her own neft of eggs 
until they are all hatched ; or, perhaps, while fhe is attend- 
ing her own brood, fhe takes under her care and proteétion 
as many as flie could get at one time, either from her own 
particular neft; or others : but certain it is, that the young 
are not left to flift for themfelves ; for I have had frequent 
opportunities of feeing the female alligator leading about the 
fhore her train of young ones, jult as a héf does her brood of 
chickens ; and the is equally afliduous am@ courageous in de- 
fending the young, which are under her care, and providing 
for their fubliftence: and when the is buiking up the warm 
banks, with her brood around her, you may hear the young 
ones continually whining and barking, like young puppies. 
I believe but few of a brood live to the years of full growth 


and magnitude, as the old feed on the young as long as they 
can make prey of them. 


The alligator; when fill] grown, is a very large and terrible 
Creature, and of prodigious ftrength, activity, and {wiftnefs 
in the water. I have feen them twenty feet in length, and 
forne are fulppofed to be twenty-two or twenty-three feet in 

| length. 
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Jength. ‘Their bodies is as large as that of a. horfe ;. theiz, 
fhape exactly refembles that of a lizard, except their. tail 
which is flat or cuneiform, being comprefied on cach fide, 
and gradually diminithing from the abdomen tothe eXtremi. 
ty which with the whole body, is covered with horny plates 
or fguamme, impenetrable when on the body of the live 
animal, even toa rifle ball, except about their head and jug 
behind their fore-legs or arms, where, itis faid, theyyare 
only vulnerable. The head of a full grown one is sb 

three feet, and their mouth opens nearly the fame lengt 

their eyes are fimailin proportion, and feem funk deep j in their 
head, by means of tie prominency of the brows y-the naltrils 
are large, inflated, and prominent on the top, fo thatthe 
head inthe water refembles, at a diltance, a great chunked 
wood floating abeut. Only the upper jaw. moves, whith 
they ‘raile almoft perpendicular, fo-as to form a right angle 
with the lower one. In the fone-past of the upper jawym 
each fide, juit upder the noltrils, are two very large, : thick 
ilrong teeth or tufks, not very fharp, but rather the thapedt 
a cone: thefe areas white as the fineft polithed ivory, aad 
are not covered by any ‘fkin.or lips, and always in ‘ight 
which gives the creature a frightiul appeararice ; in the lows 


"jaw are holes oppofite to thefe tecth, to receive them): whet 


they clap their ja" VS together it caufes a furprizing noifes like 
nade by denine a heavy. plank, with, violene 
upon the ground, and may, be heard at a great diftance: ; | 





‘But what is yet more furprifing toa flranger, is the incre 
dible loud and terrifying roar, which they are capable of 
making, efpecially in the fpring feafon, their breeding time. 
It moft refembles very heavy diftant thunder,, not only fhak- 
ing the air and waters, but caufing the earth to tremble ; and 
hundreds and thoufands are roaring at the fame’ time, you 
can fcarcely be perfuaded, but that the whole oir is — 
ly and dangeroufly agitated hero bis” shame 


vioe site 8 
An old champions, who.i is perhaps aisfojure mica 
jitue 
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little lake or lagoon,. { when, fifty lefs than him({elf are obliged 
to content themfelyes with {welling and roaring in little coves 
round about,) darts forth from the reedy coverts all at once, 
on the furface ofthe waters, in a right lines atofirlt feem- 
ingly as rapid as lightning, but-gradually more‘ flowly. until 
he arrives at the centre of the lake, when he ftops. He now 
fwells himfelf by drawing in wind and water through his 
mouth, which caufes a loud fonorious rattling in the throat 
for near a minvtey but it is immediately forced out again 
through his mouth and noftrilsy “with a loud noife, brandifh- 
ing his tail in’ the air, and the ¥apour afcending from his nof- 
trils like fmoke. At other tittes, when fwollem to an ex- 
tent ready to burft, his head andtail lifted up, he fpins or 
twirls round on the furface of the water. He acts his part 
like an Indian chief when rehearfing his feats of war ; and 
then retiring,’ the exhibition is continued by others who dare 
to ftep forth, and ftrive fo excel each other, to gain the at- 
tention of the favorite female. 


Having gratified my curiofity at this general breeding place 
and nurfery of erbcodiles, | continued my voyage up the river 
without being greatly difturbed by them. 


POETICAL EFFUSIONS. 
THE NEGROES COMPLAINT. 


ORG D frond home and-all its pleadfures, 
Africlm coa  ktefe forlorn, 
encreafé a itrangers treafures, 
Oa the raging billows borne : 
Cheiftian mércbhants bought and fold me, 
Paid my price in paltry gald,s 
But tho’ theirs they havejenroh’d ame, 
Minds aremeverite be fold. 
gb urge: te 4! iW Is 
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Is there, as ye fometimes tell us, 
Is.there one who reigns on high? 

Mas he bid you bay and fell us? 
Speaking from his throne the fky ? 

Ak him, if your knotted fcourges, 
Chains and blood-extorting {crews, 

Are the means which duty urges, 
Agents of his will to ufe? 

Hark !—He anfwers—Wild tornadoes 
Strewing yonder fea with wrecks, 
Watting towns, plantations, meadows, 

Are the voice with which he fpeaks !aa 
He forefceing what vexations 

Afric’s fons would undergo, 
Fix’d the tyrant’s habitation 

Where his whirlwinds anfwers no. 
By our blood in Afric wafted, 

Ere our necks received the chains 
By the miferies we tafted, 

Crofling in your barks the main; 
By our fufferings, fince ye brought us 

To the man-degrading mart, 
All fuftain’d with patience, taught us, 

Only with a broken heart, 


For the American Moral & Sentimental Magazine. 


ANSWER TO THE WISH THAT APPEARED IN 
OUR VIIIth NUMBER. 


AIL! happy veftal, whofe defire, 
Is wrapt in flames of facred fire, 

Whole heart and pen united thew, 
The vanity of all below : 
Whole heart and pen united tell, 
One Female writes politely well ; 
And thews, from vulgar errors frees 
No with for popularity ; 
No paating appetite to: find 
Yourfelf the idol of mankind 3 
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No poor defire for Apith drefs © 
tinge fig-leaf of our nakednefs, 
hich only covers as a, veil, 
To glofs thofe parts it fhould conceal ;) 
No thirit for all the modern fchemes, 


Which fooths the mind with waking dreams, 


Waat ¢an’t you find the leaft delight 
To thine the comet of the night ? 
To pafs the tedious hours away 

At Eards, th’ Affembly or the play? 
Ah, no!—your well informed mind 
Pities thefe fallies of mankind, 


You fee, each minute muit be brought, 
With ev’ry deed, and word, and thought, 


Before the JuDGE fupremely great, 

Enthron’d upon the Judgment feat, 

Where worlds affembled fhall behold 

The ample volume all unroll’d, 

When each partic’lar foul fhall feel 

A ray of Heav’n, or pang of Hell! 

It’s thus by faith divine you foar, © 

And with EL1jau reach the fhore, 

From Eagle’s eyes you fee 

An endlefs dread Eternity ! 

And thence behold what men call life, 

Chequer’d with mif’ry pain and ftrife. 
Again, by faith divine you fee 

Extended on the curfed tree, 

The supstitrute of all mankind, 


By nails, but more by love confi n° , 
0 


buy our peace, and fatisfy 
ay blood requiring eye, 
ou fee the gufhing current flows 
In ftreams as various as our woes; 


You hear his fighs, and catch his breath 


While fuffering nature feels his death ; 
With mary, thro’ the dreary gloom 
You vifit at his facred tomb, 


From thence you follow Him to Heav’n! 
And catch that found “ thy fin’s forgiven.” 


Hail! blefs’'d w2xsza, ah how few 
Of all your fex can vie with you ? 
No longer do I wond’ring gaze 
Why you defpife the painted blaze, 
Of riches, grandeur, drefs, parade, 


as 
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Which tantalize, and then upbraid, 
Why all the treafures of the eéait, 
And all that soLomon poflefs’d, 
Cannot enilave your fpotiefs mind, 
So free- from drofs, fo much refin'd ; 
-Becable-you've félt the ftamp divine, 
And heard your srsus fay, * I’m thine !” 
Hence, ew’ry human with:you breathe 
For any leffer thing beneath, 
As friends or a felected one, 
As sests had his fav’rite JOHN: 
Or for a juft got competence, 
Without an anxious, dread fafpence,’ © 
Qr, as.your gracious Lord. thinks fit © 
Shews you can have or can. fubmit. 
But will Eu1za faffer me 
Likewife to wifh, as well as fhe 
It is that I may love my cop 
And praife him forshis {mile or rod, 
‘That I may a‘) obedience be, 
In riches, pain or poverty = 
In ev'ry. fphere may I -fulfill 
His wile unnerring gracious: will, 
And always as a'duteous fom,» > | 
Say ‘f Father let thy will be'done ;”’ 
Let there the {weeteft union be 
Between my fuffering God, and me ; 
And may I thro’ this vale of tears, 
To riper, age or hoary hairs, 
Experience faith im alkits pow'r, . 
*Till death and fin thall be no;ymore! 
And, if for lefler things I may 
With due: fubordination pray, 
Let no fuperfluous opulence, 
F’er croud my mind with yain fufpence. 
Let rigid poverty and care, 
Not damp thefervor of my pray’r: 
Oh! let me thro’ this pilgrimage, 
To help my.youth, to footh my age, | 
Have fome fele&ted candid friend, 
W hofe love, not e’en with life fhall end, 
And if that one I dare explain,’ » 
O let Eliza, be her name! 
And let me be without difguife, - 
"The one fhe does characterize ! 





